
Part 9  FAUNA, FLORA AND HABITATS

Key message

 32   http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be

The EU “Habitats” Directive (92/43/EEC) requires EU Member States to evaluate 
the conservation status of habitats of Community interest and to act to ensure that 
these habitats are maintained in or restored to a favourable conservation status.
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Fig. 9-1 Conservation status of habitats of Community interest within and outside 
Natura 2000 sites in Wallonia (Continental region) (2013)*
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*Due to methodological changes, these data are not comparable with data 
from previous years.
**Each type of habitats (in the sense of a biotope) is characterised by specific 
and standard climatic and physico-chemical conditions and hosts specific 
flora and fauna (e.g. a Luzulo-Fagetum beech forest, calcareous grassland 
or a raised bog).

■ Favourable ----------- 4
■ Unfavourable  
    inadequate ---------- 9
■ Unfavourable 
    bad ------------------- 27
■ Unknown ------------- 1

Total = 41

Number of types** 
of habitats :

[1] Range, area, structure and 
functions and future prospects

[2] Growth of ligneous species

[3] The detailed data on the 
conservation status of each 
habitat type for each Member 
State are available at  
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/
activities/Reporting/Article_17.

The evaluation of the conservation status of habitats of 
Community interest is to be performed by biogeographical 
region every six years on the basis of four criteria1. The conser-
vation status of habitats in the Continental biogeographical 
region (which covers 70% of the land area of Wallonia) is con-
sidered bad for 66% of the habitats concerned. In general, 
the problem criteria are “structure and function” and “future 
prospects”. For example, in the case of forests, this can be 
partly explained by the lack of dead wood, soil compaction, 
the low rate of regeneration, or drainage. The intensification 
of farming is the main reason for the bad conservation status 
of agricultural areas. The loss of biological characteristics in 
open agro-pastoral areas, linked to their closing2, is one of the 
main problems for such environments. Bogs, mires and fens are 
hit by the “area” criterion, as the area is often too restricted3. 
The next assessment of the conservation status of habitats of 
Community interest is planned for 2019.
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