
The environmental situation of a region depends largely on the context in which it is 

situated. A better understanding of the social, territorial, economic and institutional 

determinants is essential for understanding the environmental issues. Situated in 

the heart of Europe, Wallonia is a densely populated region. Although it is largely 

composed of agricultural and forested land, it has become highly artificialised in recent 

decades and transport infrastructure structures the territory to a large extent. The 

Walloon economy is primarily based on the tertiary sector (trade, business services, 

administration, etc.) and, for several years, industrial policy has been oriented 

towards sectors with high added value (pharmaceutical sector, biotechnology, 

aeronautics, etc.). As environmental management is mainly a regional competence, 

Wallonia has various levers to manage environmental pressures and their impacts, 

even if legislation in this area is mainly guided by European Union law.
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DEMOGRAPHICS
Age

Households (2020)

Population

3.6 million inhabitants (2020)

2000 2020

216 hab/km²

2070

 + 9 %  + 6 %

2000 2020 2070

 + 15 %  + 14 %
of the Belgian
population  

% in 2020
% in 2070 
(prevision)

< 18

1821

61 54

19 27

≥ 6518 - 64

2.3 
inhabitants 

1.6 
million 

households

TERRITORY

Surface area Agricultural area 52 %

Woodland 29 %

Artificialised land, 
between 11 % and 16 %

16,901 km²

of the surface 
aera of Belgium 

55 % 1985 2020

 + 44 %

Road network 4 times 
denser than European network

(2020)

32 %

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
Involvement of the di�erent levels of power

The European Union largely 
guides the environmental 
policy of Member States

Environment: 
Primarily regional 
jurisdiction (1980)

Residual powers at 
the federal level

Intra-Belgian 

coordination 

mechanism

• Access to information
• Participation in the decision-making process
• Access to justice

Rights for every citizen

THE RIGHTS OF WALLOON CITIZENS 
AS REGARDS THE ENVIRONMENT
Aarhus Convention (1998)

Transposed into Book 1 of the Environmental Code

ECONOMY

GDP 

€110 billion
1.3 million jobs

 (2019) Employment 

Average net income (2018) 
€19,368 per capita per year

(2019)

23 % 
of Belgium’s GDP 

27 % of employement 
in Belgium 

Tertiary sector 
= 81 % of jobs
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The consumption of 
Walloons requires a 
productive surface 

equivalent to 2.2 
times that of Wallonia

COMPLEMENTARY INDICATOR 
TO GDP: 

THE ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT
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WALLONIA, 
ITS INHABITANTS AND ITS TERRITORY  

Wallonia continues to experience 
population growth 

In 2020, Wallonia had just over 3.6 million inhabitants 

(32 % of the Belgian population) on a surface area 

of 16,901 km² (55 % of the surface area of Belgium), 

with a population density of 216 inhabitants per km². 

Although this is a high population density compared to 

the European average (EU-27: 109 inhabitants per km² in 

2019), Wallonia has the lowest density among the three 

regions of Belgium. There are wide disparities between 

Walloon municipalities. In 2020, Daverdisse was the 

least densely populated municipality (24 inhabitants 

per km²) and Saint-Nicolas the most densely populated 

(3,528 inhabitants per km²). Like many industrialised 

regions, Wallonia is characterised by an ageing 

population pyramid. In 2020, 21 % of the population 

were under the age of 18, 61 % between the ages of 

18 and 64, and 19% 65 or older. There were around 1.6 

million households in Wallonia, with an average of 2.3 

inhabitants per household. 

In recent decades, the number of households has 

been growing faster than the population. For example, 

between 2000 and 2020, the number of households 

increased by 15 % while the population increased 

by only 9 %. According to forecasts by the Federal 

Planning Bureau and Statbel, these trends will conti-

nue over the long term. The number of households is 

expected to increase by 14 % between 2020 and 2070, 

while the Walloon population is expected to grow by 6 

%1. The expected increase in the number of households 

is explained by the decrease in their average size, due 

in part to the ageing of the population (more one- and 

two-person households) but also to changes in lifestyles 

(fewer children per family, fewer lasting relationships 

leading to an increase in single parent families, etc.). 

The expected population growth is linked to positive 

international and inter-regional migration balances 

(the natural balance2  is expected to be negative until 

2070). The ageing of the population is expected to 

continue. In 2070, the proportion of people under 18 

years of age will likely be 18 %, 18-64 years of age 54 %, 

and 65 years and older 27 %. It should be noted that, 

based on current data, COVID-19 is not expected to 

impact long-term population growth or the ageing of 

the population.  

The growth in the population has consequences from 

an environmental perspective, in particular in terms of 

consumption of natural resources, air emissions, waste 

generation, etc. These consequences are all the more 

important since the increase in population goes hand 

in hand with an increase in the number of households 

and a reduction in their average size, since many pur-

chases or consumption habits are determined at this 

level (housing, number of vehicles, etc.).  

Agricultural land is decreasing, artificialised 
land is increasing 

In 2020, according to the data recorded in the land 

register, most of the Walloon territory was composed 

of agricultural land (52 %) and forested land (29 %). 

Artificialised land, i.e., areas removed from their natu-

ral, forest or agricultural state, whether built-up or not 

and whether paved (e.g., car parks) or unpaved (e.g., 

backyards), covered between 11 % and 16 % of the 

territory. The distribution of these different uses is not 

homogeneous. It is closely linked to the characteris-

tics of the topography and the soil, which are highly 

differentiated between the north and the south of 

the Sambre-et-Meuse corridor. Agricultural lands are 

located on both sides of the corridor: the grasslands 

and lowlands in the north are mainly used for field 

crops (wheat, forage corn, potatoes, sugar beets, etc.) 

while the medium and high altitude plateaus located in 

the south of the corridor are mainly used for pastures. 

The majority of woodlands are found in the south and 

east of Wallonia, with hardwood stands accounting for 

56% of the productive forest area and softwood stands 

for 42 %. As regards artificialised land, this is primarily 

situated in the Haine-Sambre-Meuse corridor, in parti-

cular in the four largest Walloon urban regions (Mons, 

1  Specific scenario related to the COVID-19 pandemic, set at the end of 2020, assuming an evolution of the epidemic in 2021 under control (vaccination plan
implemented and measures taken to contain the epidemic)

2 Difference between the number of births and the number of deaths
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Charleroi, Namur and Liège). This corridor marks a 

boundary between the south, which is not very artifi-

cialised, and the north, which is more artificialised, 

particularly on account of its proximity to Brussels. The 

way in which land is used influences the quality of all the 

environmental components (air, water, soil, wild fauna, 

flora and habitats). The potential pressures and impacts 

are low for woodlands, but can be high for intensively 

farmed or artificialised lands. 

Between 1985 and 2020, artificialised l and t herefore 

increased by 44 %, corresponding to an average 

growth rate of 16 km² per year. The artificialisation of 

the terri-tory has mainly been at the expense of 

agricultural land. Various factors, including an increase 

in the population and Walloon households, the increase 

in the consumption of space linked to housing, the spread 

of urbanisation and the corollary development of services 

and facilities explain the Walloon dynamic to a large 

extent. However, since the early 2000s, a slowdown in 

artificialisation has been obser-ved compared to the rate 

observed in the 1990s (20 km² per year between 1990 

and 2000, 16 km² per year between 2000 and 2010, and 

12 km² per year between 2010 and 2020). This decline 

in the rate of growth is related in par-ticular to the 

decrease in the average size of single-family homes, the 

increase in the price of building land and the increase in 

the construction of apartments and renovated housing. 

The artificialisation of the territory has many direct 

and indirect environmental consequences: loss of 

natural and agricultural resources, soil sealing, 

modifica-tion of the natural water cycle, fragmentation 

of natural habitats, etc. The impact of artificialisation is 

all the more important given that it is an almost 

irreversible pheno-menon. Mindful of these issues, in 

2011 the European Commission called on Member 

States to achieve a "no net land take" by 2050, i.e. to 

stop any net increase in the artificialised area. By 

adopting the Regional Development Plan in 2019, the 

date of entry into force of which still has to be decided, 

the Walloon Government has defined the broad lines of 

a territorial strategy aimed at achieving this objective: 

reducing the consumption of non-artificialised land to 6 

km² per year by 2030 and moving towards 0 km² per year 

by 2050. However, the measures to achieve this goal 

have yet to be defined. 

TERRITORY

Surface area Agricultural land 52 %

Woodland 29 %

Artificialised land, 
between 11 % and 16 %

16,901 km²

of the surface 
area of Belgium 

55 % 1985 2020

 + 44 %

Road network 4 times 
denser than the European network

(2020)
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A particularly dense transport network 

Owing to its geographical location in the heart of 

Europe, Wallonia is an important transit and trade area, 

both for people and goods. It has a particularly well-de-

veloped land and air transport infrastructure (road, river 

and rail networks, multimodal platforms, and regional 

airports). 

The Walloon road network is made up of motorways, 

regional roads and municipal roads. If we compare the 

whole of this network to the surface area of the territory, 

the density of the road network in Wallonia amounts to 

a little more than 4,800 km per 1,000 km², which corres-

ponds to a density more than 4 times higher than that 

of the European network. Wallonia's river network also 

has a relatively high density, around 27 km of waterways 

per 1,000 km², a density three times higher than the 

European average. It is characterised by the presence 

of 4 autonomous ports, the port of Liege being the lar-

gest Belgian inland port and one of the most important 

inland ports in Europe  (3rd  in 2019(a)). The connection 

of the Walloon river network with the large seaports 

of the North Sea and the surrounding industrial and 

consumer regions makes it an important strategic ele-

ment from an economic perspective. As regards the 

railway network, the density of the Walloon network 

is around 100 km of lines per 1,000 km², which is 

twice as dense as the European network, making the 

Walloon network one of the densest in Europe. 

Wallonia also has 11 multimodal platforms. These are 

sites within the transport network that allow goods to 

be switched from one mode of transport to another. 

For example, the Liege Trilogiport, inaugurated in 

2015, is a multimodal platform combining waterways, 

rail and road. Besides the economic and logistical 

advantages of these plat-forms, they also have an 

environmental advantage as they offer the possibility 

of using less environmentally damaging modes of 

transport, such as rail and river transport. 

In addition to these land transport infrastructures, 

Wallonia has two regional airports: Brussels South 

Charleroi Airport, which specialises in passenger trans-

port, and Liege Airport, which specialises in freight 

transport. Both have undergone a marked evolution 

over the past two decades. In 2019, Charleroi Airport 

carried over 8 million passengers, 32 times more than 

in 2000. The tonnage of goods transported at Liege 

Airport more than tripled during the same period to 

reach 902,000 tons in 2019, making it the leading cargo 

airport in Belgium and the 6th in Europe. Nevertheless, 

the picture was more mixed in 2020. Passenger trans-

port was significantly impacted by the COVID-19 crisis 

(69% fewer passengers compared to 2019) while freight 

transport continued to grow (+ 24 % tons).  

This vast transport network allows the movement of 

people and goods and contributes to the creation of 

wealth and enterprise in Wallonia. However, from an envi-

ronmental perspective, this density has multiple impacts. 

Among these, we can highlight soil sealing, but also 

the fragmentation of the territory since roads, railways 

and waterways constitute ecological barriers for many 

species, and the territorial expansion of invasive alien 

species via the migration corridors formed by transport 

routes. The development of the road network has also 

prompted urban sprawl, dependence on cars and longer 

travelling distances. Using transport networks also exerts 

pressure on the environment: noise, light pollution, ener-

gy consumption, greenhouse gas emissions and atmos-

pheric pollutants, etc. However, the modes of transport 

affect the environment to varying degrees, with the use 

of planes, trucks and cars having a greater overall impact 

than the use of trains, boats or soft modes (cycling, walk-

ing). Nonetheless, road transport is the dominant mode 

of transport in Wallonia. In 2019, greenhouse gas emis-

sions from this sector represented 24 % of total Walloon 

emissions. They have also increased since 1990 (+ 33 %). 
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The European Union has set a binding target of carbon 

neutrality3 by 2050. At the same time, the Walloon 

government has incorporated this ambition in its 2019-

2024 Regional Policy Declaration: carbon neutrality is 

targeted by 2050 at the latest, with an intermediate 

step in 2030 of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 

55 % compared to 1990. In order to achieve these ambi-

tious goals, the transport sector must make a significant 

contribution. To achieve this, various priorities have 

been set in the FAST Vision 2030 and the Regional 

Mobility Strategy which makes it operational. These 

priorities emphasise multimodality and, in particular, a 

modal shift to more environmentally friendly modes of 

transport, as well as controlling transport demand, both 

for passenger and freight transport. In this context, the 

Walloon government also plans to take action in the 

area of land use planning, by organising the territory 

and activities to reduce the need to travel. At the same 

time, the Walloon Government, through its Mobility 

and Infrastructure for All Plan 2020 - 2026, envisages 

developing infrastructure adapted to soft and active 

mobility (by creating express lanes dedicated to bikes, 

developing additional sections of the RAVeL with a 

view to connecting it to intermodal nodes, etc.), deve-

lopments to promote public transport (creating lanes 

dedicated to buses, stations, stops, etc.), as well as 

investments to support the development of river trans-

port. The importance of transport in the environmental 

transition is also reflected in the Walloon Recovery Plan, 

which includes a chapter on "Rethinking Mobility" in 

the section on environmental sustainability.

3  Carbon neutrality implies a radical reduction in anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions and the offsetting of residual emissions by absorptions, in particular by
developing storage solutions.  
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ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES IN WALLONIA  

Wallonia represents a quarter of the Belgian 
economy 

With a gross domestic product (GDP) of 

over € 110 billion and 1.3 million jobs, 

Wallonia accounted for 23% of GDP and 

A dominant tertiary sector 

The tertiary sector, i.e. market services (shops, estate 

agents, accountants, etc.) and non-market services 

(administrations, schools, etc.), plays an important 

role in Wallonia. It accounted for 76 % of GDP and 81 

% of jobs in 2019. This was followed by the industrial 

sector, which accounted for 15 % of GDP and 10 % of 

jobs. The remainder was made up by the construction 

sector (5 % of GDP and 6 % of jobs), energy (3 % of 

GDP and 1 % of jobs) and agriculture (0.6 % of GDP 

and 1 % of jobs). The service sector has gradually deve-

loped in Wallonia since the 1980s, while industry has 

declined. This trend, which can be observed in most 

Western economies, is accompanied by a reorienta-

tion of industrial activities with the development of 

high value-added manufacturing (pharmaceuticals, 

biotechnology, aeronautics, etc.), the slowdown of cer-

tain heavy industry sectors (such as steel-making) and 

the offshoring of some of Wallonia's industrial activi-

ties. For the past 15 years, Wallonia's industrial policy 

has been based on developing these high-potential 

sectors via the competitiveness clusters (created in 

2006 in the context of the Marshall Plan), which foster 

links between companies, training and research and 

development. Wallonia, like Belgium, is a "small 

open economy". Its domestic market is limited, and 

it depends heavily on imports and exports, both for 

production (companies integrated into European and 

international circuits) and for consumption (imports of 

manufactured goods). This dependence has its draw-

backs (price fluctuations, availability of strategic raw 

materials, etc.), which are all the more pronounced in a 

context of resource scarcity and competition between 

economies, as the COVID-19 crisis has shown. It is in 

order to meet this challenge in particular that various 

measures of the Walloon Government aim to make 

Wallonia more independent in the fields of energy 

(development of locally-produced renewable ener-

gies), food (development of innovative sectors such as 

the production of vegetable proteins, deployment of 

small-scale logistics infrastructure, etc.) or raw mate-

rials (development of the circular economy, recovery 

of by-products, etc.). Besides these measures, the 

Wallonia Recovery Plan also envisages accelerating 

the Region's growth through digitisation, industrial 

policy and tourism. 

The ecological footprint: a complementary 
indicator to GDP 

For more than 50 years, increasing GDP has been seen 

as a guarantee of human development and a goal in 

itself. The use of GDP growth as a measure of progress 

or development is, however, increasingly being called 

into question. GDP is in fact a tool that makes it pos-

sible to assess monetary flows overall and measure the 

creation of wealth in a region or a state. Nevertheless, 

social progress, well-being and life satisfaction within a 

society do not only depend on its economic prosperity 

but also on other criteria, such as the distribution of 

wealth, the state of health or the quality of the environ-

ment. As such, if we look at the environmental dimension 
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27 % of employment in Belgium in 2019. After being 

hit hard by the recessions of 2009 and 2012 - 2013, a 

recovery phase has been underway since 2014. The 

average annual growth rate of Walloon GDP between 

2009 and 2019 (+ 1.5 %) was similar to the Belgian 

(+ 1.5 %) and European (+ 1.6 %) rates. Economic 

growth has since been impacted by the COVID-19 

crisis. According to the Regional Economic Outlook 

2021-2026(b), after a decline of 6.9 % in 2020, Walloon 

GDP is expected to grow again in 2021 (+ 5.7 %) and 

2022 (+ 3.0 %). The average net disposable income 

per capita in Wallonia, meanwhile, was €19 368 in 

2018, which was about 10 % lower than the Belgian 

average. Between 2000 and 2018, this grew by 48 %, 

a figure similar to that observed at the Belgian level 

(+ 47 %). 



alone, we can observe, for example, that GDP does not 

take into account the services provided by ecosystems 

(pollination, air and water purification, etc.), does not 

attribute value to natural heritage unless it is exploited, 

and does not take into account the environmental 

damage linked to human activities (loss of biodiversity, 

impairment of air quality, etc.) Environmental damage, 

such as pollution, can even contribute indirectly to the 

growth in GDP, as it generates activities (research and 

analysis services, clean-up, etc.) and repair costs

It is in this context that indicators that are complemen-

tary to GDP have started to emerge. These include 

globalised indicators such as the human development 

index or the ecological footprint. The latter is arguably 

the indicator that has received the most media atten-

tion in recent years. It expresses, in global hectares4, the 

pressure exerted by human activity (consumption and 

generation of waste) on renewable resources. In 2014, 

at the request of the Walloon government, the Walloon 

Institute of assessment, forward-looking and statistics 

(IWEPS) developed and calculated Wallonia's ecologi-

cal footprint(c). This approach is part of a more global 

framework aimed at developing a set of indicators for 

Wallonia that are complementary to GDP. The ecologi-

cal footprint was therefore estimated at nearly 5 global 

hectares per capita in 2012. This is thus the biologically 

productive surface of land and water necessary to pro-

duce the biological materials that a Walloon consumes 

every year, and to absorb the waste he or she gene-

rates. Compared to supply, Walloons used a productive 

surface area 2.2 times larger than that of Wallonia itself. 

This means that the consumption pattern of Walloons 

exceeds the biophysical limits associated with the 

renewable resources of the territory, and that, like the 

majority of European countries, Wallonia is nurturing an 

"ecological debt"5.

ECONOMY

GDP 

€110 billion
1.3 million jobs

 (2019) Employement 

Average net income (2018) 
€19,368 per capita per year

(2019)

23 % 
of Belgium’s GDP 

27 % of employement 
in Belgium 

Tertiary sector 
= 81 % of jobs
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RENEWABLE 
NATURAL RESOURCES

The consumption of 
Walloons requires a 
productive surface 

equivalent to 2.2 times 
that of Wallonia

COMPLEMENTARY INDICATOR 
TO GDP: 

THE ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT

4A global hectare (gha) is a hectare (ha) of land or water on which the biological productivity is equivalent to the world average productivity.
5 As with any indicator, the ecological footprint uses simplifications and assumptions and has a given scope. As such, the indicator accounts for only part of the
environmental problem: for example, it does not address the issue of environmental quality (soil erosion, biodiversity, etc.), nor water resources or subsoil resources.
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ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

The European Union, an important source 
of environmental regulations

Walloon environmental legislation is 

largely guided by European Union (EU) 

law. The EU structures its environmental 

policy within the framework of action programmes, 

developed for a specific period of time. This 

policy is reinforced with the adoption of directives, 

regulations, recommendations, decisions and 

opinions with distinct objectives and implementing 

rules. These may be measures implementing 

international commitments (conventions, treaties or 

protocols) or decisions based on initiatives taken in 

certain Member States, or recommendations from 

international institutions. The EU intervenes in many 

environmental areas, including the Natura 2000 

network, water and air quality, flood risks, noise, 

waste management and environmental impact 

assessments. 

The environment, a largely regional 
competence 

Since the first stage of Belgium's regionalisation in 1980, 

environmental protection and management have been 

largely assigned to the regional level. Environmental 

competence in Wallonia can be grouped into two main 

areas: the environment in the strict sense (air quality, 

water quality, biodiversity, noise control, waste policy, 

etc.), and rural development and nature conservation 

(areas of green spaces, forests, hunting, fishing, non-na-

vigable watercourses, etc.). In these two areas, the 

federal government only has competences explicitly 

reserved for it: the establishment of product standards 

when they are placed on the market and protection 

against ionising radiation (including the management 

of radioactive waste). However, the complexity of the 

Belgian federal system and the exercise of environmen-

tal powers by the different levels of government may 

prompt them to legislate on the same product accor-

ding to their own powers. For example, with regard to 

pesticides, the federal government is responsible for 

their placing on the market, while the regions are res-

ponsible for their use. As such, in 2017, the Walloon 

government adopted a decree banning the use of 

glyphosate-based plant protection products by pri-

vate individuals, even though these products were 

still authorised for sale. In 2021, the Council of State 

annulled the Walloon Government's 2017 decree, as 

it had the effect of excluding the products concerned 

from the market and preventing the federal state from 

exercising its competence for their placing on the 

market.6 In Wallonia, the Public Service of Wallonia 

(SPW) Environment manages most of the competences 

in environmental matters, its remit being laid down by 

the Walloon Government.

6  It should be noted, nevertheless, that this decision has no practical consequence since the sale of this type of herbicide to individuals was banned by the federal
government in 2018.
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Coordination mechanisms 

In order to ensure the coherence of the decisions taken 

by the different levels of power in Belgium, but also 

vis-à-vis international bodies, coordination mecha-

nisms, both mandatory and voluntary, were put in place 

when powers were regionalised. This coordination 

is carried out through various forums, including the 

Interministerial Conference for the Environment (CIE), 

the Belgian Interregional Environment Agency (CELINE) 

and the Coordination Committee for International 

Environmental Policy (CCPIE). Consultation also takes 

the form of cooperation agreements that formalise the 

implementation of common policies. These agreements 

are sometimes the result of long negotiations. For exa-

mple, in the context of tackling climate change, the 

federal government, the Flemish Region, the Walloon 

Region and the Brussels Capital Region concluded a 

cooperation agreement in 2018 (the so-called "Burden 

Sharing" agreement) that set out, inter alia, the efforts 

each has to make to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 

for the period 2013 - 2020. It should be noted that on 

the international scene, only the Belgian government 

has competence. 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
Involvement of the di�erent levels of power

The European Union largely 
guides the environmental 
policy of Member States

Environment: 
Primarily regional 
jurisdiction (1980)

Residual powers at 
the federal level Intra-Belgian 

coordination 

mechanism

Walloon citizens have rights as regards the 
environment 

The Aarhus Convention is an international agreement 

that was adopted in 1998 by the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe (UNECE), with Belgium being 

one of the 39 original signatory states. This Convention 

establishes three fundamental environmental rights for 

citizens and the associations that represent them: access 

to information, public participation in decision-making 

and access to justice in environmental issues. To date, it 

has been ratified by 47 countries.

Bearing in mind that protecting and improving the 

environment is everyone's concern, the Convention 

grants everyone the right to be involved in environmen-

tal matters: everyone has the right to be informed, to 

be involved in decisions and to seek redress in envi-

ronmental issues. The guiding principle of the text is 

the following: by offering citizens a place in the envi-

ronmental debates, a mechanism is created that helps 

build trust on the part of citizens vis-à-vis their insti-

tutions and the democratic functioning of the latter, 

and that meets the requirements of transparency and 

proximity, synonymous with good governance. In prac-

tice, the three pillars of the Convention are as follows:  

• in terms of access to environmental information,

authorities must actively publish, i.e. readily make

environmental information available on their web-

sites. In Wallonia, this is, for example, the website

dedicated to the state of the Walloon environ-

ment (http://etat.environnement.wallonie.be) or

the Geoportal (https://geoportail.wallonie.be),

the Walloon geographical information website. It

is in this context of disseminating environmental

information that the present publication has been

released. Furthermore, every citizen can request

environmental information from the authorities

(passive publicity);
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•  in terms of public participation in decision-making,

every citizen can give his or her opinion via public

consultations or inquiries on environmental plans,

programs and projects (e.g., in recent years, the

Walloon Waste-Resources Plan or the Walloon

contribution to the National Energy-Climate Plan

2021-2030) The feedback from citizens should be

taken into account as widely as possible;

•  in terms of access to justice in environmental

matters, every citizen can appeal when he or she

believes that his or her request for information has

not been properly dealt with by the authority, if he

or she finds irregularities in a public consultation or

if conflicts arise in environmental matters. This third

pillar of the Convention reinforces the other two by

ensuring their proper application.

The Aarhus Convention entered into force in our country 

in 2003. The federal state and the regions have there-

fore incorporated the provisions of the Convention 

into their legislation. In Wallonia, the provisions of 

the Aarhus Convention are included in Book 1 of the 

Environment Code.
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